	IslandVision’s Goal of Carbon Neutrality

“If humanity wishes to preserve a planet similar to that on which civilization developed and to which life on Earth is adapted, paleoclimate evidence and ongoing climate change suggest that CO2 will need to be reduced from its current 385 ppm to at most 350 ppm.” – James Hansen, NASA
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IslandVision (www.islandvision.org) is encouraging Mercer Island residents to become carbon neutral through emissions reductions and offsets. Carbon neutrality means reducing one’s aggregate carbon footprint to zero.
Why is carbon neutrality our goal?
· Atmospheric CO2 is currently above 390 ppm as a result of human activities, compared with a pre-industrial level of 270 ppm, which had been fairly stable for more than 10,000 years.

· Most policy approaches to mitigating climate change (such as the Kyoto protocol and even the Copenhagen accord) are based on trying to stabilize atmospheric CO2 at 450 ppm, which is anticipated to lead to a 2˚C increase in global average temperatures. 
· However, there is increasing and quite compelling evidence that to avoid catastrophic climate change, we must reduce atmospheric CO2 concentration from its current level above 390 ppm to something significantly below that.  See www.350.org as well as a recent NY Times article from Sept 28, 2009: Is 350 the New 450 When it Comes to Capping Carbon Emissions? 
· The exact link between atmospheric CO2 and personal carbon emissions is a little difficult to quantify, particularly given the various natural sources and sinks of carbon.  However, to reduce atmospheric CO2 we need to bring total anthropogenic emissions down to the level where natural sinks (forests, oceans, etc.) are larger than total (natural plus anthropogenic) sources.  This basically requires carbon neutrality.
· Federal legislation, assuming it passes through the Senate, will only get us so far.  Since within the U.S. emissions from household operations and transportation account for ~1/3 of total emissions, individuals can play a substantial role in overall emissions reductions.  
Is carbon neutrality really achievable?
· It may be easy to get started with emissions reductions, but less clear exactly how to achieve carbon neutrality.  Sightline.org has an interesting discussion about how Copenhagen is attempting to become carbon neutral by 2050:  Carbon Neutral Caution (http://daily.sightline.org/daily_score/archive/2010/03/05/carbon-neutral-caution). 

How to get started?
· Calculate your carbon footprint (see www.ecoshift.org).  In particular, it is relatively easy to determine your direct footprint from transportation and home energy use.  

· Develop a plan to reduce your carbon footprint. Yes! magazine published an example of this (www.yesmagazine.org/issues/climate-solutions/how-to-get-carbon-free-in-10-years/). 

· Sign up for green power through PSE, an easy and immediate step. (www.pse.com/energyEnvironment/renewableenergy4/Pages/GreenPowerProgram.aspx)
· Consider offsetting the rest of your footprint.  Carbon offsets allow you to mitigate a set amount of carbon through investments in clean energy and carbon capture projects.  See Carbon Fund (www.carbonfund.org) as an example of companies that facilitate this. 

· Join the Mercer Island carbon club (micarbonclub.wordpress.com/), a group of people sharing information about how they are reducing their individual footprints.  

